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India warms 0.7°C
since 2001: Mospi

Heatwaves, rainfall patterns shift sharply, says report

PUJA DAS
New Delhi, 5 June

Annual mean temperature in
the country rose by 0.7°C,
reaching 25.74°C between
2001 and 2024, a 23-year high,
according to an annual en-
vironment report by the Min-
istry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation
(Mospi).

A 0.5-1°C difference can
lead to noticeable changes in
various aspects of the climate
and ecosystems, such as alter-
ing the probability of extreme
precipitation, deadly heat-
waves, and water stress, and
impacting ecosystems and
biodiversity.

The effects of rising tem-
peratures were reflected in the
sharp increase in heatwave
events. India recorded 200
heatwave days in 2024, up
markedly from 111 days the
previous year. This is the
highest number of heatwave
days since 2010, when 278
such days were reported.

Regarding rainfall, the re-
port EnviStats India 2025: En-
vironment Statistics revealed
that it increased to 1,206
millimetres (mm) in 2024
from 1,078 mm in 2001, re-
flecting seasonal variability
due to changing climatic
conditions. The highest
monthly rainfall in 2024 was
304 mm in July.

Distinctly high annual
rainfall was recorded in years
like 2013 (1,252.6 mm), 2019
(1,286 mm), and 2022 (1,257
mm), while lower amounts
occurred in 2002 (923.7 mm)
and 2009 (966.1 mm).

From 2001 to 2024, most
rainfall occurred between
June and September, suggest-
ing potential shifts in rainfall
patterns, including late onsets
or extended rainfall into Oc-
tober. In 2024, the highest
monthly rainfall recorded was
304.6 mm.
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“Despite these fluctu-
ations, there is no clear long-
term trend in total annual
rainfall. The data for 2024
aligns with typical monsoon
rainfall patterns,” Mospi said
in its report, which is the
eighth edition and follows the
United Nations Framework
for the Development of En-
vironment Statistics, 2013, of-
fering a comprehensive
collection of data on diverse
environmental topics and in-
dicators.

Although coldwave days
also increased — 40 days in
2024 from 33 a year ago —
they remained below the
long-term average of 70 days.

Not only heatwaves, cold-
waves, and extreme rainfall,
but also other natural calam-
ities like cyclones and floods
are on therise, claiming 8,060
lives in 2022, including 2,887
deaths due to lightning. Ac-
cording to provisional data,
3,080 people lost their lives in
2024-25 compared to 2,616 a
year ago.

Heat stroke was also a con-
tributing cause of mortality,
particularly in 2017 and 2022.
While the total number of
deaths fluctuated each year,
lightning and heat stroke were
persistent major contributors.
Other causes, such as floods,
cyclones, tornadoes, and tsu-
namis, also contributed to the
total deaths.

Livestock losses were
61,960 in 2024-25 compared
to 21,269 in 2001-02, while
364,124 houses were damaged
versus 346,878 during the
same period.

This carries an economic
burden as well. The govern-
ment’s expenditure due to
natural calamities in 2022-23
rose to 333,324 crore from
10,980 crore in 2012-13.

The government spent
34,969 crore in 2022-23 for en-
vironmental protection, up
from 1,676 crore in 2011-12.
Corporate spending on envi-
ronmental protection initiat-
ives was 28,320 crore

between 2014-15 and 2022-23.

Al app in works to measure goat weight

Being developed by CIRG, app to ensure farmers get right price for goats during fesitivals like Eid

SANJEEB MUKHERJEE
New Delhi, 5 June

To ensure that goat farmers get
the right price during festivals
such as Eid, the Central Insti-
tute for Research on Goats
(CIRG) is developing a new ar-
tificial intelligence (AI)-based
image processing application
that accurately measures the
body weight of these animals.
CIRG is a premier research in-
stitute of Indian Council of Ag-
ricultural Research (ICAR), an
autonomous organisation.

At present, goat markets in
India are highly fragmented,
unorganised, and unfavour-
able for small and marginal
farmers as they are overwhel-
mingly dominated by traders.
These traders typically pur-
chase goats based on their

number (called “nug” in
Hindji), with little or no atten-
tion given to quality, breed,
body weight or growth poten-
tial of the animals. Black Ben-
gal breed is the most common
goat variety found in India.
This variety accounts for al-
most 18 per cent of the total
goat population. It is mostly
found in West Bengal, Bihar,
and Jharkhand.

The application being de-
veloped by the CIRG will enable
accurate estimation of weight
by capturing pictures of the
goat from three different angles
through a mobile app. After the
photos are taken, the Al-based
application will analyse the
images and calculate the ani-
mal’s weight, promoting trans-
parency and fair pricing.

“India, according to the
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Source: Central Institute For Research on Goats (CIGR)

2019 livestock census, has
around 150-160 million goats,
of which more than 80 per
cent, that is around 120 million,
is reared purely for slaughter-

ing purposes, and Eid is the
time when maximum number
of goats get slaughtered,” Dr
Manish Kumar Chatli, director,
ICAR-CIRG, told Business Stan-

dard. He said of the 110-120
million goats that are slaugh-
tered in India per year, almost
50-60 million are slaughtered
during Eid festivities.

According to some esti-
mates, around 1 trillion worth
of goats are bought and sold
during Eid festivities twice a
year. India has the world’s lar-
gest goat population. Pakistan
and Bangladesh are second and
third, respectively, in terms of
goat population.

“During Eid, the main crite-
ria for farmers to get a good
price for their animals is their
phenotypic  characteristics.
With the new Al-based applica-
tion, the arbitrariness that re-
sults in lower-than-expected
price will end, leading to more
remuneration for farmers,”
Chatli said.

Israel’s RedC wants to turn donor
cells into shelf-ready blood

SURAJEET DAS GUPTA
New Delhi, 5 June

In the next five to six years, you might be able
to buy laboratory (lab)-grown blood off the
shelf for just $50 a unit, compatible with all

blood types.

An Israel-based company, RedC Biotech, is
working towards that goal. It is developing a
process that reprogrammes blood from uni-
versal donors (O-negative) by deactivating
genes in the white blood cells, converting
them into stem cells. These are then harvested
and multiplied in large bioreactors capable of
producing 2,000 litres of red blood cells, using
technology developed by the Technion — Is-

rael Institute of Technology.

Although RedC has already produced small
quantities of blood using this process, the real
test will be whether it can scale up production,
bring down costs, and secure regulatory clear-
ances. “We expect to conduct testing for two
years, followed by three years of trials in Israel.
We should be ready for large-scale commercial
production after that,” says Ari Gargir, chief
executive officer and founder of the company,
who holds a doctorate in the subject.

Gargir, who was recently in India for talks
with the central government, said he is close to
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IT-Cloud Solutions, State Bank of India,
Global IT-Centre,Sector-11, CBD Belapur, Navi Mumbai - 400 706

Ref No:IT Cloud Solutions/FY:2025-26/RFP/1348 Dated:06.06.2025
Bids are invited by State Bank of India from the eligible bidders for
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VINYL CHEMICALS (INDIA) LIMITED

Regd. Office: Regent Chambers, 7* Floor, Jamnalal Bajaj Marg,
208, Nariman Point, Mumbai 400 021.
Tel: 22822708/69829000; Website: www.vinylchemicals.com
CIN: L24100MH1986PLC039837
NOTICE

Transfer of Equity Shares of the Company to
Investor Education and Protection Fund (IEPF Authorit

Notice is hereby given that pursuant to the provisions of Section
124 of the Companies Act, 2013 (the Act) read with the Investor
Education and Protection Fund Authority (Accounting, Audit,
Transfer and Refund) Rules, 2016 (the Rules), as amended, the
Equity Shares of the Company in respect of which dividend declared
for the Financial Year 2017-2018 has remained unclaimed or unpaid
for a period of seven consecutive years or more are required to
be transferred by the Company to the demat account of the IEPF
Authority.
The Company has sent individual notices to the registered
addresses of the concerned shareholders whose shares are liable
to be transferred to the IEPF Authority advising them to claim
their unclaimed dividends. The Company has uploaded details
of such shareholders on its website www.vinylchemicals.com.
The concerned shareholders are requested to refer to the said
website to verify the details of unclaimed dividends and the shares
which are liable to be transferred to the IEPF Authority.
The concerned shareholders are requested to claim the dividend
declared for the Financial Year 2017-2018 and onwards before the
same is transferred to the IEPF.
The concerned shareholder(s) holding shares in physical form and
whose shares are liable to be transferred to the IEPF Authority, may
note that upon transfer of shares to IEPF Authority, the original
share certificate(s) which are registered in their name will stand
automatically cancelled and be deemed non-negotiable. In case
of shares held in demat form, the quantity of shares liable to be
transferred, shall be debited from the shareholders account and
transferred to the IEPF Authority.
In case the concerned shareholders do not claim their
unclaimed dividends on or before 15" September, 2025, the
Company shall with a view to comply with the Rules, transfer
the shares to the IEPF Authority without any further notice to
the shareholders and no liability shall lie against the Company
in respect of the shares so transferred.
The shareholders may note that once the shares, including all
benefits accruing on such shares, if any, are transferred to the IEPF
Authority, the same can be claimed only from the IEPF Authority
by making an application to the IEPF Authority in Form IEPF-5 as
prescribed under the Rules and the same is made available at IEPF
website www.iepf.gov.in.
For any queries in respect of the above matter, shareholders
may contact M/s. MUFG Intime India Pvt. Ltd. (Formerly
Link Intime India Pvt. Ltd.), the Registrar & Transfer Agents
of the Company at C-101, 1st Floor, 247 Park, Lal Bahadur
Shastri Marg, Vikhroli (West), Mumbai- 400083; or raise a service
request on the website of Registrar and Share Transfer Agents at
https://web.in.mpms.mufg.com/helpdesk/Service_Request.html or
contact the Company at cs.vinylchemicals@pidilite.com.

For Vinyl Chemicals (India) Ltd.

Sd/-

Place : Mumbai
Date :June 5, 2025

Aarti Falorh
Company Secretary

ALKEM

imsgtiring Mendthier Lives

ALKEM LABORATORIES LIMITED
CIN: L00305MH1973PLC174201
Registered Office: ‘Alkem House’, Senapati Bapat Marg, Lower Parel, Mumbai 400 013.
Phone: +91 22 3982 9999 Fax:+91 22 2495 2955
Website: www.alkemlabs.com, Email: investors@alkem.com

Members are hereby informed that pursuant to Section 110 of the Companies
Act, 2013, read with Companies (Management and Administration) Rules,
2014 as amended from time to time, SEBI (Listing Obligations and
Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015 and in compliance with the
Ministry of Corporate Affairs Circulars No. 14/2020 dated 08" April, 2020,
No. 17/2020 dated 13" April, 2020, No. 22/2020 dated 15" June, 2020, No.
33/2020 dated 28" September, 2020, No. 39/2020 dated 31* December,
2020, No. 02/2021 dated 13" January, 2021, No. 10/2021 dated 23" June,
2021, No. 20/2021 dated 08" December, 2021, No. 03/2022 dated 05"
May, 2022, No. 11/2022 dated 28th December, 2022 , No. 09/2023 dated
25" September, 2023 and No. 09/2024 dated 19" September, 2024 the
Company shall dispatch the Postal Ballot Notice only through electronic
mode to those members whose email IDs are registered with the
Company/ Depository Participants and whose names appear on the
Register of Members / List of Beneficial Owners as on Friday, 06" June,
2025 (“cut-off date”) for seeking approval of the Members of the Company
by Postal Ballot, only through remote e-voting system, for business as may
be specified in the Postal Ballot Notice. Detailed instructions on remote

e-voting shall be given in the Postal Ballot Notice.

The Postal Ballot Notice will also be made available on the Company's
website https://www.alkemlabs.com/investors/postal-ballot, CDSL
website viz www.evotingindia.com and website of the stock exchanges
where equity shares of the Company are listed i.e. BSE Limited viz
www.bseindia.com and National Stock Exchange of India Limited viz.

www.nseindia.com.

The Members in order to receive the Postal Ballot Notice and future
communications from the Company shall register their email addresses
with the Company/ Depositories, by clicking the link:
https://web.in.mpms.mufg.com/EmailReg/Email_Register.html on their
website https://web.in.mpms.mufg.com/ in the Investor Services tab by
choosing the email registration heading and follow the registration process
as guided therein.

In case any Member has queries, grievances or issues relating to above

registration, Members are requested to write an email to

rnt.helpdesk@in.mpms.mufg.com or may write to Ms. Ashwini Nemlekar,
MUFG Intime India Private Limited (Formerly known as Link Intime India
Private Limited), C-101, 247 Park, L.B.S. Marg, Vikhroli (West), Mumbai -

400 083; Contact Number: +91 8108116767

For Alkem Laboratories Limited

Sd/-

Manish Narang

President — Legal, Company Secretary &

Place : Mumbai Compliance Officer

Date : 05" June, 2025

finalising a partnership with a leading govern-
ment-owned research lab. The initial focus will
be on mapping the country’s blood types and

locating suitable voluntary O-negative donors.
His India strategy is focused and clear.
“India already has the infrastructure — com-

panies with bioreactors and major stem cell

players like HiMedia Labs, whom we’ve al-
ready engaged with. Our model is to license
our technology and have them handle the pro-
duction,” says Gargir.

Efforts to create artificial blood have been
underway in countries such as the UK, the US,
and Japan, where synthetic blood has been ex-
plored. But Gargir argues that these approaches
are costly and limited in scale. RedC’s goal is to

industrialise blood production and close the

gap between supply and demand.

“The method we’ve chosen to harness blood
is more complex and takes longer, but it opens
the door to scalable production,” he says. He
adds that only 6 per cent of the global popula-
tion are universal donors.

Globally, about 120 million blood units are
donated each year, while demand stands at 220
million. In India, based on data up to 2022, the
shortfall was around 1.5 million units a year.

More on business-standard.com

WhatsApp tests
Al chatbotbuilder

WhatsApp is

. workingona

i . new feature that
will enable users

to build personalised Al

chatbots directly within

the app. According to

WABetalnfo, the feature

will include a step-by

-step interface to help

users create custom

Al assistants.

OnePlus 13s
launched, Pad 3

tags along

OnePlus has launched its com-
pact flagship smartphone, the
OnePlus 13s, in India. Powered
by the Qualcomm Snapdragon
8 Elite chip, the smartphone
sports a 6.32-inch display. It
also debuts the brand’s new suite of Al-powered tools
under the banner of “OnePlus AL” Alongside the
phone, OnePlus also unveiled the OnePlus Pad 3 tablet.

Sony reveals its
first wireless
fight stick

Sony hosted its 2025
State of Play event on
June 4, announcing a
range of new game
titles, launch dates for
the PlayStation plat-
form. Among major
announcements was the
reveal of Project
Defiant, the firm’s first
wireless fight stick.
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